Sermon for Sierra Vista Community Church, Dec 21,2025
Jim Carlile, presenter
Today we’re going to take a look at the Old Testament book of Jeremiah.

As I speak, you will hear me calling the nation of Israel in the old testament
Hebrews, which is the language they spoke and how they referred to
themselves. In the New Testament, they called themselves Jews, and I will
use that term for reference there.

Also, there are many good translations of the Bible, and I encourage you to
explore them. For consistency today, all the references are from the ESV
unless I say otherwise.

Love: Everlasting And Faithful

This is the fourth week of Advent, and our topic today is Love, everlasting
and Faithful.

The Bible is essentially one big love story, full of intrigue, betrayal,
reconciliation and ending with a forever after that no earthly love story can
come close to.

It doesn’t start in a very positive way.

Israel, the northern kingdom, and Judah, the southern kingdom, have been
unfaithful to God. They have turned their backs on God and are
worshipping idols. Again. The Lord has called them back numerous times,
but each time the Israelites lose faith and turn back to idols. God loves
them without measure, and is crushed by their infidelity.

Here in Jeremiah 30-33 we find the prophesy of what God is going to do.

You see, Israel has been unfaithful - again. Jeremiah spends a chapters 1-
29 chastising them and encouraging them to come back to God. They are
being conquered by the Babylonians, their fate is sealed.



God speaks to Jeremiah. God tells him to write this story down so it won’t
be forgotten. God starts telling Jeremiah that, after the exile is over, Israel
will be restored!

It gets better:
God says in Jeremiah 30, verse 8

8“And it shall come to pass in that day, declares the Lord of hosts, that I
will break his yoke from off your neck, and I will burst your bonds, and
foreigners shall no more make a servant of him.[2

God promises them and tells them to fear not!

1 For I am with you to save you,
declares the Lord;
I will make a full end of all the nations
among whom I scattered you,
but of you I will not make a full end.
I will discipline you in just measure,
and I will by no means leave you unpunished.

Discipline

That discipline is what sets them apart. God will not forsake them, even
though the people have turned their back on God. God is a loving father
who corrects us when we do wrong, but he does it out of love. It is like the
refiners fire from Malachi 3.

3 “Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before
me. And the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple;
and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is
coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his
coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's
fire and like fullers' soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of
silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold
and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the
Lord.[2] 4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to
the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.
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I used to make jewelry, especially Navajo style jewelry from silver,
turquoise and coral. I even sold quite a bit of my work. I had received
excellent instruction. One thing we did when casting silver, was we had to
purify it. We melted it under intense heat, skimming off the impurities and
leaving only pure silver. We then cast that into a mold to make something
beautiful, that would last for generations, not just years.

God says that he is going to discipline them, because, as it says in Jeremiah
30:15

15Why do you cry out over your hurt?
Your pain is incurable.

Because your guilt is great,
because your sins are flagrant,
I have done these things to you.

Then He turns right around and says that all who devour Israel will be
devoured themselves. And in verse 17a

For I will restore health to you,
and your wounds I will heal,
declares the Lord,

And on into verse 22

22 And you shall be my people,
and I will be your God.”

That is God’s promise for the future, but for now: Verses 23 and 24 , and
chapter 31, verse 1 say

23 Behold the storm of the Lord!
Wrath has gone forth,
a whirling tempest;
it will burst upon the head of the wicked.
24 The fierce anger of the Lord will not turn back
until he has executed and accomplished
the intentions of his mind.
In the latter days you will understand this.



31 “At that time, declares the Lord, I will be the God of all the clans of
Israel, and they shall be my people.”

King Nebuchadnezzar conquered Israel and Judah, and took many captive,
including the best and the brightest, like Daniel, (remember the story of
Daniel and the Lions den) and like Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego (the
three Hebrew children in the fiery furnace). He eventually took everyone
except the poorest and weakest who he left behind to tend the land.

That’s the context for what is happening in Israel at that point, 600 years
before Christ.

Please stand with me as we read todays text, found in Jeremiah
31:2-6

2Thus says the Lord:
“The people who survived the sword
found grace in the wilderness;
when Israel sought for rest,
3 the Lord appeared to him(z! from far away.
I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.
4 Again I will build you, and you shall be built,
O virgin Israel!
Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines
and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.
5 Again you shall plant vineyards
on the mountains of Samaria;
the planters shall plant
and shall enjoy the fruit.
6 For there shall be a day when watchmen will call
in the hill country of Ephraim:
‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
to the Lord our God.”

What was Jeremiah thinking:
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Jeremiah knew the Hebrew people would be in captivity for 70 years. God
used Nebuchadnezzar to punish the Hebrew people for their unfaithfulness
and unbelief.

So many died, untold numbers captured and taken into captivity, and the
temple destroyed. Pretty severe punishment.

Finally, the Babylonian empire was crushed by King Cyrus of Persia and the
Hebrew people were sent home. 70 years later.

What would happen with the Hebrew people

Seventy years is enough time for the whole of the Hebrew people to die, and
almost all the Hebrew people alive then were been born in captivity. That’s
why Jeremiah had to write this down, so that the surviving people would
know that their God still loved them!

This was an important time in Israel’s history, and much of the old
testament, from 2 Chronicles and 2 Kings to Ezra, Nehemiah and Jeremiah,
Daniel, and Ezekiel were written during and about this short period of time.
This was a time of massive transformation of the Hebrew people.

The Babylonian captivity had one very significant impact on the nation of
Israel when it returned to the land—it would never again be corrupted by
the idolatry and false gods of the surrounding nations. A revival among the
surviving Hebrews took place after the return of the Hebrews to Israel and
the rebuilding of the temple. We see those accounts in Ezra and Nehemiah
as the nation would once again return to the God who had delivered them
from their enemies.

Just as God had promised through the prophet Jeremiah, God judged the
Babylonians for their sins, and the Babylonian Empire fell to the armies of
Persia in 539 BC, once again proving God’s promises to be true.

Jeremiah is writing about the restoration and renewal from the Lord, and
God is reassuring His people of His everlasting love and faithfulness by
bringing them back from exile, that the cities will be rebuilt and offering
them a future filled with joy and hope.



Now I ask you: why should we care about what happened to
Israel 2600 years ago.

The seventy-year period of the Babylonian captivity is an important part of
Israel’s history, and Christians should be familiar with it. Like many other
Old Testament events, this historical account demonstrates God’s
faithfulness to His people, His judgment of sin, and the confidence that God
will fulfill His promises.

Let’s take a closer look at this section of scripture.
VS2-3a

2Thus says the Lord:

“The people who survived the sword
found grace in the wilderness;

when Israel sought for rest,

3 the Lord appeared to himf2! from far away.

This could be referring back to the when Israel escaped from Egypt or to the
Babylonian exile. The escape from slavery serves as a metaphor for the
deliverance that the Lord plans to free the Hebrews from the captivity in
Babylon. It really doesn’t matter whether we are talking about Babylon or
Egypt, either way they were slaves.

The grace that the Hebrews experience in in the Exodus serves to let them
know that God will not forsake them, and that they will be allowed to return
to Israel.

3a is part of the previous sentence.
when Israel sought for rest, the Lord appeared to him from far away.

Israel has longed for its own place and was given the land that was Israel
and Judah. They were also given an end to wandering and freedom from
threats.

Vs 3b and 3¢
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I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you.

This is the beginning of the good part!
Deuteronomy 7:9 says

9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who
keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep
his commandments, to a thousand generations, © and repays to their
face those who hate him, by destroying them. He will not be slack
with one who hates him. He will repay him to his face. 1* You shall
therefore be careful to do the commandment and the statutes and the
rules that I command you today.

Here in Jeremiah, God is saying that he has love for Israel, not for a
thousand generations, but forever!

In the 3td part of verse 3, therefore I have continued my faithfulness,
Faithfulness is translated from the Hebrew He-sed. He-sed has a rich
variety of meanings: kindness, lovingkindness, mercy, goodness,
faithfulness, and love. When applied to God, he-sed is fundamentally the
expression of his loyalty and devotion to the solemn promises attached to
the covenant.

So God is telling them that He will love them, forever!
Vs 4-5

4 Again I will build you, and you shall be built,
O virgin Israel!
Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines
and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers.
5 Again you shall plant vineyards
on the mountains of Samaria;
the planters shall plant
and shall enjoy the fruit.

Again I will build you up



Again you shall be adorned with tambourines
You will go forth and dance and make merry
Again you will plant vineyards

The Lord has built the nation of Israel. He is letting them know that, after
this is all over, they will be restored! He is giving Israel a reason to rejoice,
knowing that God has done it before, and He will do it again.

Jeremiah says the planters will plant again. The land will be desolate when
they return, but it will be restored. They will be able to plant their crops,
and the vineyards they were so proud of. There was a rule about the
vineyards - when they were planted, they were not to eat the fruit for 3
years, and the fourth year was to be dedicated to the Lord, and only starting
in the 5t year would they be allowed to enjoy the fruit of the vineyard. That
is found in Leviticus 19:23-25.

Verse 6

¢ For there shall be a day when watchmen will call
in the hill country of Ephraim:

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
to the Lord our God.’

Ephraim is one of the 10 tribes of the northern kingdom. And a watchman
is normally calling out when something is wrong. This time though, they
are saying let us get up to Zion, and here Zion is Jerusalem, to the Lord our
God. Under Nehemiah they will rebuild the city, and rebuild the temple.
Again, they will be able to worship God openly in their own country.

So, we picked the scripture apart, but what did that really mean
to the listers at that time.

This is a message of hope and renewal that God Promises to His people,
after a period of suffering and exile. The intimate relationship between God
and His people is emphasized in the phrase, “I will be the God of all the
families of Israel, and they shall be my people.” Even in times of hardship,
God’s mercy and grace shine through as depicted in the phrase, “The people



who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness.” God is promising
to be their God forever, to never forget them or leave them.

Hosea 2:19-20 says:

19 And I will betroth you to me forever. I will betroth you to me in
righteousness and in justice, in steadfast love and in mercy. 20 I will
betroth you to me in faithfulness. And you shall know the Lord.

Isaiah 43:19 reads:

19 Behold, I am doing a new thing;

now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the wilderness

and rivers in the desert.

Psalms 103:15-19 read:

15 As for man, his days are like grass;
he flourishes like a flower of the field;
16 for the wind passes over it, and it is gone,
and its place knows it no more.
17 But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting
on those who fear him,
and his righteousness to children's children,
18to those who keep his covenant
and remember to do his commandments.
19 The Lord has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.

These scriptures reinforce the themes of God’s enduring commitment, love,
and ability to bring about new beginnings.

God is comparing Israel to a young bride. In Ezekiel 16:59 Israel had
behaved horribly, rejecting the Lord and taking to other Gods. Ezekiel is
quoting God:

59 “For thus says the Lord God: I will deal with you as you have done,
you who have despised the oath in breaking the covenant, ¢ yet I will



remember my covenant with you in the days of your youth, and I will
establish for you an everlasting covenant.

That’s what Israel is looking forward to. Endure the punishment, accept
the discipline, and that God will restore them and he will honor the
covenant he made with Abraham forever. There is a hope in Israel, as they
listen to Jeremiah’s words of restoration and redemption.

As Jeremiah speaks, his voice carries across the wilderness, echoing off the
rocky cliffs and resonating in the hearts of the exiles. He speaks of a time
when the Lord will gather His people from the ends of the earth and bring
them back to their land. The scene is filled with a sense of anticipation and
longing as the exiles cling to Jeremiah’s words, finding hope, peace and joy
in the promise of a new beginning.

These verses remind the people of Israel of the enduring promise of
restoration and blessings from God to His people Israel. It tells a message
of hope, reassurance, and unwavering love from God to His chosen nation.
Despite any challenges or hardships, they may face, this promise serves as a
source of comfort and encouragement for Israel to hold onto their faith and
trust in God’s ultimate plan for them.

Imagine the joy and relief the people of Israel must have felt when they
heard these words, knowing the sufferings will not last forever, and that
better times are ahead. It tells of God’s faithfulness to His covenant with
Israel and His commitment to bringing them back to a place of abundance
and prosperity. It serves as a reminder that even in the midst of trials,
God’s promises are sure and His plans for His people are always good.

How should we hear this in December of 20257
Love, everlasting and Faithful is the title of the sermon.

This Thursday we will celebrate Jesus’ birth. That’s what Christmas is. We

will have a Christmas Eve service Wednesday that will tell the story of Jesus
Birth.

The Father had Jesus came to earth, live as a man, teach across the land,
then was crucified and died, was raised from the dead and lives today.



1John 4:9-10

9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent
his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. ©In
this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent
his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

There’s a two dollar word for you. Propitiation is an old word that means to
satisfy a debt, to pay a debt off. We owed God our lives. We had sinned
and the payment for Sin is death and eternity in hell. Jesus paid that debt.
It is paid for, that is what He meant on the cross when He said “It is
Finished.”

God loved us, Jews and Gentiles, Men and Women, Adults and Children.
No longer was he going to just be the God for the Jews, but for everyone!

Romans 10: 12-13 in the Living Bible it reads:

12 Jew and Gentile are the same in this respect: they all have the same
Lord who generously gives his riches to all those who ask him for
them. 13 Anyone who calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.

Paul tells us in Ephesians 3:14-19:

14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 5 from whom
every familyld in heaven and on earth is named, ¢ that according to
the riches of his glory he may grant you to be strengthened with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, 7 so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the
saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to
know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be
filled with all the fullness of God.

We have been talking a lot about Fear Not. We are being told that nothing
can rip us away from God.

In Romans 8:35 Paul says:
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35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or
sword?

Naw. Nothing can pluck us out of his protecting hand.
Back in Old Testament in 1 Chronicles 16:34 we are promised:

34 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
for his steadfast love endures forever!

Forever means just that. There is no expiration date to God’s love. He
loved us before he created the universe, he loves us today, and we can take
great Joy in that He will love us For. Ever!

Conclusion
Today I want to remember a couple of things.

One: God’s temple and the city of Jerusalem were rebuilt. I know we are in
a time of turmoil between pastors. Hopefully it will not take us 70 years as
it did for the Hebrews. We have not turned our backs on God, and we have
not turned our backs on each other. God is not punishing us where we
must endure until we have paid an appropriate punishment.

Our time of restoration is coming and coming soon. We have received
resumes from prospective pastors, have even had meet and greets and
interviews. We are moving forward prayerfully, in full awareness that God
is in control, not us.

I realize that our congregation has diminished in size. That makes each one
of us more important. We need you to take part, not just watch. We need
tech crew for production, we need people to help greet and perform
hospitality. We need people who can provide rides for the homebound
because they don’t have cars. We need child care workers and teachers.
Sierra Vista Church is a place to serve, and I encourage you to volunteer,
talk to Miguel, talk to Evan, or fill out one of the ministry cards in front of
you.



Secondly: This Advent season let us remember who our Savior is! In the
Old Testament the people sinned, were punished and disciplined, and God
promised to still be there for them. Ever faithful to them, even though they
were not faithful to Him.

In Luke, chapter 1:50-55 Mary is speaking and says:

And his mercy is for those who fear him
from generation to generation.
51 He has shown strength with his arm;
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts;
52 he has brought down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of humble estate;
53 he has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich he has sent away empty.
54 He has helped his servant Israel,
in remembrance of his mercy,
55 as he spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his offspring forever.

You can see how God fulfilled his prophecy in Mary and the birth of Jesus!
Jeremiah says in chapter 31 verses 31-32

31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will make a
new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not
like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my
covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, declares the
Lord.

But, in Luke 22:19-20 Jesus is talking about a new covenant:

19 And he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and
gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.” 20 And likewise the cup after they had
eaten, saying, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant
in my blood.!



That new covenant is that Jesus died once for us all. His love is everlasting
and the separation of Jew and Gentile is torn apart. We all have access to
God’s forgiveness through Jesus’ sacrifice.

Hallelujah! Jesus was born, he died and was risen again into Heaven so
that we can have a personal relationship with Him, so that He can forgive
our sins.

Let’s pray:
Father, you are our God and we are your people.

I can not assume that everyone in the room has dedicated themselves to
you. Let me give everyone the chance to accept you first.

If you have not accepted Christ, or want to rededicate your life to God, pray
this with me.

Lord, I have done things that have separated me from you. I have sinned. I
don’t want to have the punishment that you gave the Israelites in the Old
Testament; I want the forgiveness through Jesus Christ that is promised in
the New Testament. I want to be able to say: I am a sinner saved by Jesus
Christ, not because of anything I did to deserve forgiveness, but it was
because you loved me first.

Father: Help us so that we are not like the Israelites in Jeremiah, turning
their backs on you only to have you discipline them and bring them back.

We ask for forgiveness of the things that we have done that separate us
from you, our sins, and we know that you will forgive us because you
promised you would.

These people are like family to me. Help me to serve and accept service.
Help me train people who need training, and help me learn to serve in new
ways.

Please restore the joy of my salvation. Help me to be so aware of your
involvement in my life, that I can worship you in everything I do or say.

Amen



Benediction
Let me leave you with two scriptures today.
Ephesians 5:2

2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a
fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

John 14:27

27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world
gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let
them be afraid.

Woo hoo! God is Good . . . . All the time ....

I'm going to beat Miguel to the announcement because it is important to
me. Please invite as many people as you can to come and participate in the
Christmas Eve service and communion on Wednesday, Dec 24t at 3:30 in
the afternoon. This will be a time to remember and to be empowered by
what Jesus did for us when He came, lived here as a human man, and died,
then rose from the dead, lived here for another 50 days then went back to
heaven to sit with the Father.

Miguel?



